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Landscape  architecture  is  nor  new  to 
Boston.   In  the  1870 's  Frede   I   aw 

Olmstead  laid  the  foundation  for  Land- 
scape Architecture  By  the  turn 
of  the  century,  through  Olmstead' s  efforts, 
Boston  displayed  one  of  the  finest  park 
and  open  space  systems  in  the  United 
States.   Today,  largely  through  the  efforts 
of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  and 
MAPC,  Landscape  Architects  are  again  de- 
dicated to  the  objective  of  preserving  and 
developing  our  heritage  of  open  space  for 
human  use  and  enjoyment. 

The  future  will  sea  a   continuing  involve- 
inerit  d£  landscape  afehitects'  in  Boston, 
not  oniy  in  the  planning  of  Parks  and 
Playgrounds,  but  also  in  the  development 
of  street  layouts,  parking  areas,  housing 
projects,  office  complexes,  waterfront  de- 
velopments, and  speciality  areas  such  as 
fairs  and  expositions. 
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BOSTON 

REDEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY 

URBAN     DESIGN 
DEPARTMENT 

URBAN  LANDSCAPE  SECTION 


where   we     work 
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Landscape  architecture  is  an  art  o£  plan- 
ning relationships  of  elements  in  our 
physical  environment  -  that  is,  what  goes 
on  in  the  open  spaces  of  our  cities. 
Public  open  spaces  -  streets,  plazas, 
parks,  living  spaces,  cemetaries,  parking 
areas  -  form  the  setting  for  the  landscape 
architect. 


playgrounds 


water   areas 


I      plazas 


how    we    work 


The  urban  landscape  or  public  environment 
is  limited  in  area,  and  as  such  the  design 
and  placement  of  every  element  becomes  im- 
portant.  Street  furniture,  trees,  parking 
meters,  phone  booths,  walking  surfaces, 
and  steps  all  form  the  tools  and  materials 
for  the  urban  landscape  architect.   Each 
demands  thought  and  consideration  In  lo- 
cation and  treatment. 

Emphasis  is  on  the  familiar  and  comfortable 


vironment  for  daily  activities, 
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The  BRA  Urban  Landscape  Section  provides 
a  design  service  for  all  of  Boston's  out- 
door public  spaces.   Responsibility  to 
no  specific  renewal  area  provides  flex- 
ibility and  continuity  beyond  renewal 
boundaries,  as  well  as  providing  a  design 
service  for  the  entire  city. 

In  a  typical  week,  the  landscape  design 
staff  might  outline  a  master  tree  plant- 
ing plan,  complete  working  drawings  for 
a  small  park,  supervise  construction  of  a 
playground,  consult  on  street  lighting 
for  the  South  End,  review  a  new  housing 
proposal  for  Charlestown,  program  a  plaza 
development  in  preparation  for  consultant 
design  service  or  meet  with  a  community 
group  concerning  proposed  developments 
in  their  neighborhood. 


objectives 


HEAD  IN  THE  CLOUDS 
Landscape 
Policy 


Develop  an  overall 
Boston  urban  land- 
scape policy. 


FEET  ON  THE  GROUND 

Landscape 
Design 


Maintain  active  Land- 
scape implementation. 


NUTS  AND  BOLTS 
Landscape 


Develop  an  urban 


design  services 


IN  HOUSE 
DESIGN 


Selected  landscape  projects  are  designed  and  carried 
into  construction  by  the  BRA  Landscape  Architectural 
Staff.   When  the  scope  of  the  project  is     Lted,  or 
the  approval  process  complicated,  Lt  is  frei 
more      i<  at  to  do  the  design  within  the  Authority. 
To  insure  the  best  design  possible,  consulting  de- 
signers and  engineers  are  called  in  to  review  our  de- 
signs.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  in-house  staff,  the 
project  construction  time  is  inevitably  shortened,  and 
a  considerable  dollar  saving  realized  by  the  City. 


DESIGN 
REVIEW 


The  process  of  design  review  assures  a  continuity  of 
project   development.   The  design  review  staff  provides 
an  overview  of  all  phases  of  a  project,  from  the  review 
of  preliminaries  and  schematics,  securing  of  necessary 
official  approvals,  selection  of  a  developer,  and  the 
awarding  of  construction  contracts.   The  process  of  De- 
sign Review  assures  that  the  completed  projects  reflect 
the  initial  proposal. 


PROGRAM 
DEVELOPMENT 


SPECIAL 
PROJECTS 


Program  development  involves  the  preparation  of  gu 
l  rtpi      use    b-v  con  sultntitfi  a  "     '  >f»< 

commuii 
engineering  requirements  and  budget  limitations  Ls  cen- 
tralized, and  organized  into  a  development  check  list. 
This  program,  then  becomes  the  common  denominator  for 
the  design  review  process. 

The  Landscape  Staff  works  on  special  projects  with  other 
BRA  project  designers.   Such  projects  might  involve 
either  occasional  consultation  or  complete  responsibility 
for  a  project.   Prototypical  street  furniture,  long 
range  planning  studies,  brochure  preparation,  cost  es- 
timating and  developing  construction  details  are  a  few 
of  the  situations  which  the  Landscape  Architectural 
Staff  is  involved. 


projects 


Columbus  Square 
Washington  Community  Park 

[ystic  Rec  Area 
Wall  Street  Park 
Kent  School  Tot  Lot 
Fenway  Tot  Lot 

Walnut  St  Palyground 
Washington  Park  Overlook 
8  Street  Playground 
Fens  Alley  Redesign 
H  Harris  Park 

Washington  Park  Sitting  Area 
Washington  Park  Urban  Space 
Castle  Square  Playspaces 
St  Martin  Stairs 
Bay  Village  Planting 
Staniford  St  Planting 
AME  Church  Housing 
Government  Center  Plggg 

Charlestown  Rec  Center 
Washington  Park  Ree  Center 
South  Cove  Planting  Plan 
Bunker  Hill  Planting 
Renewal  Area  St  Tree  Plan 
Sever  St  Interim  Use 
Cataba  St  Redesign 
Washington  Park  Parking  Lot 

Dartmouth  St  Tree  &  Lighting 
Fenway  &  Muddy  River 
Environmental  Design  Study 
U  of  Mass  In  Town  Campus 
11  Streets  Treatment 


South  Cove  Community  Garden      IN  HOUSE 

Chandler  Park  DESIGN 

Winds or  St  Park 

Russel  In   Su :  i  Lvai 

Barlett  &  Green  Sitting  Area 

Washington  Park  Overlook 

Insoft  Tot  Lot  DESIGN 

Christian  Science  Development    REVIEW 

Symphony  Hall  Plaza 

Greenwich  Redesign 

Washington  Park  Shopping 

Center  Hotel  Plaza 

Modern  Electroplating 

Camden  Gardens 

Housing  for  Elderly 

Edwards  Playground 

Harold  Park  Turn  Around 

Chester  Park 

Sout-h  Cove  jplggg 


PROGRAM 
DEVELOPMENT 


Cambridge  St  Redesign 
Fens  Tot  Lots 
Summer  Work  Programs 
Circuit  School  Site 
Humboldt  School  Park 
Mystic  Boat  Launch 
U  of  Mass  Campus 
Backyard  Pamphlet 


Boylston  Street  SPECIAL 

Street  Tree  Pavers  PROJECTS 

Charles  River  Study 
Copley  Square  Sidewalk 
Ellis  School  Playground 


